THE 2005 - 2006 J.C. BOOTH BAND
MANUAL

This band manual is for the J.C. Booth Middle Sdiamd
members and their parents with the hopes of givifymation
regarding the various phases of the instrumentanam at Booth.
This manual also contains the policies and regulatof the band
program.
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All money transactions should be by check with ychitd’s name on
the check. We cannot be responsible for cash.



PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons are the best way for studentslpowith their individual playing habits. They aatso the
best means of developing the refined, mature piglyabits that help students compete for honors asch
top band membership, District Honor Band, firsticpasitions, and All-State Band membership. Most
All-State Band members begin private instructioaraearly age and study and practice diligentlsttaly
privately, and we have had excellent responseisraitea in the past. | want to encourage all garen
consider this very important advantage for youtdchi

We are fortunate to have many fine teachers iraoes. A “fundamentals oriented” teacher, one wimadn
proven record of successful teaching, is recomneknde

PRIVATE LESSON NIGHT AT BOOTH

This past school year we were fortunate enouglate teachers from the Ft. McPherson (Army Ground
Forces Band) come and teach at Booth. We arerfateuto offer the samé.&sson Night"on Monday
afternoons and nights at Booth. These lesson$X6r00 for a 30 minute session. A few instructoay
charge more but this will be on a “instructor bgtmctor” basis. Sign-Ups will begin within thesfi week
or two of school. THESE SLOTS WILL CLOSE UP QUICK.

CLASSROOM GRADING

All classes are graded primarily on class partitipa Chair tests are also given for grades, isoal
scales, etudes, or music contained in the foldSlUDENTS CAN LOSE POINTS OFF OF THEIR
FINAL GRADE FOR LACK OF INSTRUMENTS OR MATERIALS NEDED FOR CLASS. A
STUDENT CAN GAIN EXTRA CREDIT FROM ATTENDANCE OF PBFESSIONAL
PERFORMANCES (Atlanta Symphony, etc) , WHEN THEYESENT A PROGRAM FROM THE
PERFORMANCE.

Daily Class Work — A set number of points are edrioe each class. Points are subtracted for nahpa
an instrument, materials, pencil, or other requegdipment.

Tests — Students can earn points on written andngjdest.

Band Homework / Practice Records — Points can beeday consistently turning in the student’s pract
record.

Band Citizenship — Points can be earned for prbplavior, cooperation, equipment and facility care
for other appropriate activities.



THE CLASSES

Each grade level has 2 classes, Intermediate amdnged. At this time theé"8Grade classes will be split
into aBrass / Percussion class&d awoodwinds classThey will then change to a Intermediate and
Advanced Class in thé29 weeks. In the"7and &' Grade the Intermediate classes will combine tmfor
the Concert Band and the Advance classes will coenti make a *7and &' Grade Symphonic Band.
This places each student into the class whereh@s ieeds can best be met. Some players are more
advanced than others. Some players progress stbamrothers. We do not want them to feel
uncomfortable with surroundings. With this clastup, students will be allowed to progress from the
Intermediate class into the Advanced class. (Ailidadgo allow for students to fall back into the
Intermediate class from the Advanced class if @ofthd skills are neededll Advanced classes are by
audition only. This will happen at the discretion of the directo

Each class will need:

Woodwind Players- 3 reeds (at all times), cleaning swap, cork ggea

Brass Players- Oil (slide, rotor or valve depending on instrurt)eslide grease

Percussion -Sticks The sticks the percussion need will be the shealhcert sticks. (model numbers vary
to brands) We will provide thémallets for the keyboard percussion. If you have your omlease label
them.

Flip Folders (7" and 8" Grade only) - These will be used in tH&ootball Pep Barid

The following books will be needed for each claptefise ask your child which class they are in):
6" Grade Band— “Winning Rhythms” and “Essential Elements” Babk

7" Grade Concert (Intermediate) Band —#150 Original Exercises” and “Essential Elementsiok 2
7" Grade Symphonic (Advanced) £150 Original Exercises” and “Foundations for Stiper
Performance”

Both 8" Grade Classes “Foundations for Superior Performance” and “101 fRhyic Rest Patterns”

6" Grade Band Uniform
Band Shirt (Polo Style, listed in the forms), Bldeants, Black Socks and Black Shoes.

7" and 8" Grade Concert (Intermediate) Uniform
Band Shirt (Polo Style, listed in the forms), Bldgtess Pants, Black Socks and Black Shoes.

7" and 8" Grade Symphonic (Advance) Uniform

Boys=" Wing Tip” Tux shirt, Black Cumber Bund and Bow Tie. Black<TRants, Black Socks and Black
Shoes (Look for the Symphonic Tux form for orderpants and cumber bund)

Girls = Concert Gown (Look for the Symphonic Dress fédomordering and info on buying a used dress)
Band Shirt (Polo Style, listed in the forms)

Football Band Uniform
The polo style band shirt (listed in the forms)y ahoes and pants (shorts) they choose.




PRACTICE NOTES

1. Students are required to practice their instntet20 minutesa week. A student who practices
this amount will receive an “A” for that week ofgmticing.

2. Students will turn in their practice recordskaiday of each week. Each student will be given
several practice record slips. Each week theytwilt in one slip with the dates of practice and
amount of time practiced?arents andStudentsare asked to sign the form verifying the student
has practiced that amount. Parents will need tsube that students fill out the reports in pen.
Parents can also “email” the practice notes in @a#k. Please send these emails to
burton.robert@fcboe.orgnd put the word¥ractice Note” in the subject line (and nothing else).

REHEARSALS

FOOTBALL BAND - This is a type of “Pep Bafithat plays at the middle schod! §rade home football
games. The first 2 gambsth the 7" and 8" grade bands will play at TBA on whether we will be
playing at “home” play-off games or not.

We will haveFULL BAND REHEARSAL for theFOOTBALL BAND on August 30 (Tuesday) from
3:45 to 4:45pm.(This is only for both 7" and 8" grade band members)

*xx*THIS IS THE ONLY TIME THE FOOTBALL BAND WILL B E TOGETHER AS A FULL
GROUP. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU BE PRESENT AEACH REHEARSAL.

FOOTBALL BAND EXPECTATIONS -

All students who are in thé"and &' grade will participate in the Football Ban8tudents will sit in their
sections while at the football game. (The bandilvélin the stands before the game to play the Star
Spangled Banner then during dnd 2¢ quarters. The band will play one song duringtimaéf and then
break till the end of "8 quarter. The students will be told if there amg ehanges to this before they leave
the stands. The band will spend tHecdiarter in the stands and will also play one saftey the game.

SYMPHONIC BAND (7" and 8" Grade Advance Bands combine) Practice day is normally on
Thursday. Practice times are from 3:45 to 4H#is is a change from last year.

Practices with the Symphonic Band will startup so@his will be in preparation for the GMEA
Convention performance.

CONCERT BAND (7" and 8" Grade Intermediate Bands combine} Practice days are normally on
Tuesday. Practice times are from 3:34 to 4:45.

6TH GRADE BAND - Practice days are normally on Wednesdays. ieeatiines are from 3:40 to 4:15.
TBA on how the & Grade Band will perform at the Fall and Christr@ascerts. (We have done this with
a combined group and we have done this with a agpét Grade Advanced and Intermediate group.
Depending on the groups ability level(s) will dewére on how the Concerts will be setup)

PRACTICE FORSYMPHONIC AND CONCERT BANDS WILL BE “TBA” ON STARTING AFTER
SCHOOL. 6th grade bandwill start up toward the end of November. Calesdaitl be given out within
the first couple of weeks of school.
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BOOTH BAND RULES

Come to class prepared and on time.

Please show the utmost respect for the podiuvhenever anyone is on the podium, your
attention is required. There should be NO TALKIN®ilure to show respect will result in
time out in the office, parent letters or disciplip action by the administration.

Follow directions the first time they are given.

If it doesn’t belong to you, do not touch it! This applies to ALL wind and percussion
instruments, as well as books, supplies, etc.

No gum, food or drinks in the bandroom!!! This will keep the bandroom more presentable
and nice.

Keep up with your music. Each student will receive a copy of all musib&rehearsed.
Please be sure and put your name on each piecesidt that you receive.

Follow all school rules. Failure to abide by these rules could resulbhslowering of grades,
discipline action such as detention or dismissa tip to the office. Abiding by these rules
will help the class run much smoother and make lmaoik enjoyable for all of us!

Students should always read, have parents agad,eturn signed, all material sent home by
the band director. All correspondence sent honte lie signed by a parent and returned
promptly. This will be a consideration in the bagrdding process.

ATTENDANCE

Participation In a performing band class necegstattendance at all performances and rehearstifs, b
during school and outside of school time. Abseudtardiness mar the effectiveness of the entoepy
Adherence to a strict attendance policy is necggsathe good of the band. The following guidekn
should be followed:

1. When a student learns of the necessity to besextfrom a rehearsal or performance, a
note from the parent should be submitted at tha ti.not after the absence.

2. When a student unexpectedly has to miss a reddear performance, the student must
bring a note from his/her parent to the next bamattion.

All excuses must be in writing and must be thoroaegbugh to clearly indicate the need for the absenc

(Look at student handbook for the definition of uamexcused absence) Failure to observe
these procedures may affect the student’s placeanemirollment in the performing band.
Students removed from the performing bands willdnee ineligible for awards, spring trips
and other band privileges.



PERFORMANCES

Pl EASE NOTE - Membership in the J.C. Booth BaRdogram automatically includes attendance of
all rehearsals, sectionals, and performances. neiesedue to illness or family emergency will be drexd,
but please try to give the director at least 24rbowtice if possible. An unexcused absence frapesial
rehearsal or performance will result in grade réidncand/or exemption from the Fall or Spring Trip.
Possible expulsion from the band could also restitt.(Band is a privilege not a right!)

Several of the things listed below are eventsahaNOT required but are available to the students.
If the wordsAll Bands appeat, it is a required function.

All State Entry Deadline —Aug.30 (the cost last year was $13.00 per student agetidoy the GMEA, forms for will
come later. TBA on cost for this year.)

District Level All State Audition —Dec. 3 (Fayette M.S.)

Christmas Concert (ALL BANDS) —Dec. 12

GMEA “Pre-Convention” Concert (Symphonic Band) —Jan. 13 at the Starr's Mill Comples

8" Grade Trip to Disney— TBA (possible date: Feb. 16 thru 19)

District VI Honor Band — Feb. 18" and 11" at the Starr's Mill Complex

State Level All State Audition— Feb.4th (TBA time and place)

All State Band— Feb. 23rd thru 25th

Pre - Festival Concert(Possibly all bands) (Possible end of Feb. orhanfirst part of March TBA exact time and
place)

District VI Festival (TBA on which band will play on WHAT DAY. It wilbnly be one day for each bariddarch 13
to 18) (TBA on which day)

Solo & Ensemble -TBA

Spring Concert (All Bands)- May 18"

Some dates might change. In this event advanceaagotvill be given.

FOOTBALL BAND

As explained earlier, all'7and §' grade band members are required to participateeifrootball Band.
(unless you are playing football or cheerleadingrauthe game)Each student will be expected to

remain in the stands for the entire game.Games generally end between 7:00 to 7:15pm. Wevear
blue jeans or shorts, the Booth Band shirt (avhgl#irough Mr. Burton), sneakers, and hats if yashw

SCHEDULE FOR 2004

Aug. 30 Tuesday *7and &' Grade Football Band practice
Sept. 7 Wednesday "&rade Football game against Fayette MS
Sept. 14 Wednesday "&rade Football game against Flat Rock

At this time we ARE NOT playing for any other gaméghis may change if the administration asks us to
play at playoff games.

We will report to our Bandroom at 4:15pm for warm{@n home games...at this time we are not attgndin
any away games, this may change). Please hmeh!t!



SCHOOL OWNED INSTRUMENTS

JC Booth Band owns several types of instrumentsesg& are the larger brasses, low woodwind instrtsnen
and percussion instruments. These instrumentissuwed out to the students at the first of the schear.

A “Maintenance Agreement” is in the form packs tleese students. A fee of $45.00 for wind instrutmen
and $25.00 for percussionist is charged per studehnis helps in maintaining these instrumentse Th
school will take care of normal wear and tear.a Horn is damaged because of misuse or careled§rt
the student’s parent will be responsible for imragelrepairs.

JC BOOTH BAND BOOSTERS

The JC Booth Band Boosters are parents and friwhdsare interested in providing support to the JC
Booth Band program. There is a $25.00 fee we @sjoining. Please help with the opportunities tha
become available to support the band program. @ppities will be available in chaperoning, helping
the concession stand at the football games, aggigte director with secretarial work (posting pice
records, taking up forms, and other things of tfjie) and our annual luminary sale. Monies madthby
booster club help with buying new instruments, musbpying machine supplies / repairs, phone &t
other expenses.

FUNDRAISING

As mentioned above, there are just a few fundrsigewhich the band participates. Monies from ¢hes
events go into the booster account as well astthirest's account. This way the student can eamewnto
help pay for his 8 grade trip. (A workshop at Disney World) At thisie we are planning a “Coke Sale”
and our annual “Luminary Sale”. On the Luminagesh student is expected to sell at least 2 Kithe
student cannot sell at least this amount of lunisathey will pay a “fund raising fee” of $10.08s
mentioned before, this money is used to help ipstpf the program.



Statement of Obligations and Contract for Band Memlership

, desire to be a meaflthe JC Booth Middle

School Band. My signature below signifies thatll % the very best of my ability meet
the obligations below.

Student’s Signature

| will CONDUCT myself in an orderly and responsible manner duailhglasses,
rehearsals, programs, and performances.

| will PRACTICE my assigned parts diligently and work to be atpasi
contribution to the group.

| accept the obligation tATTEND all rehearsals and performances unless | am
legitimately ill or have a serious, unavoidable ftiohwhich cannot be resolved.

| agree to have mBSENCE from any band function thoroughly explained intiag
by my parent.

| agree tdPOST the performance and rehearsal dates given to mhe dieginning
of the year on my home calendar and work to avordlicts throughout the year.

| agree to properly wear the uniform as agreed upothme students, parents and
director.

Date

| have read the JC Booth Middle School Band Han#tzow will support my child in
meeting these obligations to the band.

Parent’s Signature

Date

Please fill this contract out and have it back toBwrton no later than August 16



