
J.C. Booth Middle School

250 Peachtree Parkway South

Peachtree City, Ga. 30269

Phone 770-487-5312

Fax 770-631-3245

August 29, 2010
Dear Parents,

Below is some info on “District Honor Band / All State Band”.  This is a ALL Symphonic Band members need to do.  Please understand some future test will come from these items as well.  

I would like to take a moment to talk with you about the District Honor Band / All State Band Tryouts.  These bands consist of students from our district (in the case of District Honor Band) or students from all over the state (in the case of All State Band).  There is an audition (s) in order for the student to “make” this band.  The first audition (District level) consist of the following: 

(1) Scales; Concert F, Bb, Eb, and Ab .  The scales are determined by each instrument “Chromatic Scale” range.  The Advanced Band students should already have this.  If your child does not they can see me or go to the web at 
http://www.gmea.org/Divisions/Band/All%20State%20Band/2011%20MS%20Etudes/ASMiddleSchool.htm and look for the Middle School All-State scales and print them out.  They must be played “exactly” as written from these sheets. (Scales must be memorized, no exceptions)
(2) The chromatic scale that would encompass the range of the student’s horn.  This can be found on the students “fingering chart” in their band books.

Chromatic Scales:

Flute:  


Low C to High F

Oboe:


Low C to High C

Clarinet:  


Low E to High D

Bass and Contra Clarinet:  
Low E to High A

Bassoon:  


Low Bb to High F

All Saxophones: 

Low C to High D

French Horn:  

Low F to High F

Trumpet:  


Low F# to High G

Trombone, Baritone: 

Low E to High F

Tuba:  


Low E to High F

(3) Sight-read; there will be one technical piece.  They are usually 12 to 15 measures in length.  The student will be given 45 seconds to look at each example and then be judged on how well they play it.  

(4)  A prepared solo    

 (http://www.gmea.org/Divisions/Band/All%20State%20Band/2011%20MS%20Etudes/ASMiddleSchool.htm)

If the student passes this audition they will progress to the State Level in the All State tryouts.  At this point they may have also made the District Honor Band.  (You can make the District Honor Band and not make the All-State Band.  Remember that this is for our District only and they must fill a two bands of over 100 players in each from this.  Several hundred do tryout however.)  The tryouts for the District Band and District level audition for All - State Band are the same.  

The state level tryouts for All - State Band consist of the following:

(1)  A prepared solo (s)   (I have this information for them if they pass the first level)

(2) Sight-read 2 short pieces.  (Like above but on a harder level)

If they pass this audition, they have made the All - State Band.  This is held in Savannah.  I will be providing more information to the students if they pass this level.  

Date of the District Honor Band  & All - State Band :

Sept. 13
Form and $18.00 audition fee must be in to Mr. Burton

Dec. 4
Audition - District Honor Band & District Level All - State cut (TBA on location and times)

Jan. 8
 State level tryouts for All - State Band

Feb. 11 and 12  (will be a Friday evening and Saturday) District Band) (TBA on location and times)

March 3 thru 5  All - State Band in Savannah

If you are interested in doing this activity, please sign the bottom of this form and return it to me ASAP. Please remember the deadline for the $18.00 audition fee is Sept. 13th  . 

Name ______________________________ 
Grade _______   Instrument _____________________

