6th Grade Placement Testing

Over the next few weeks the 6th Grade Band classes will be testing for class placement for the 2nd 9 weeks and for the rest of the year.  This will place each child in an “Intermediate Class” or an “Advanced Class”.  This will enable the class and each child to develop at the appropriate pace.  

The students will have a chance to “Pass Off” lines from their book.  This will show the level of competency or “musicianship” each child has on their instrument.  

“Pass Offs” will take place in various forms.  Some pass offs will take place in the classroom during class.  Other pass offs will be taped or played one on one with the student and myself.  The director will determine this.  The completion deadline for pass offs is by the end of their class period on September 26.  This will give the time to make the class changes needed to schedule each student.  This will only affect two the “Connection Classes” schedules.  Remember – The other Connection Class that each child takes IS NOT chosen by the student or parent, but by the “Computer”.  

The following are the lines that must be passed off with a 90% proficiency in order to progress into the “Advanced Band”.

p. 40 Concert Bb Scale (#1) All Wind Instruments & Mallets (q = 76 *See below for what this means)

p. 40 Concert Ab Scale (#1) All Wind Instruments & Mallets (q = 76)

p. 20 Line 100 -  All Wind Instruments & Snare (no mallets) (q = 76)

p. 30 Line 155 -  All Wind Instruments & Mallets (q = 66)

p. 31 Line 160 -  All Wind Instruments Only (no percussion) (q = 96)

p. 31 Line 164 – Snare drum ONLY (q = 80)

p. 43 Rhythm Studies mm 49 to 52 (Horns will play this on their “Favorite” note, Percussion on snare drum) (q = 76)

p. 43 Rhythm Studies mm 53 to 56 (Same as above)

· This is the “Tempo” that each line should be taken at.  In these line the “q = “, stands for the “Quarter Note = x” Example - q = 76 means that if you set a metronome at 76, this should be the speed of the “Quarter Note” in that example.  If you do not own a metronome, a “Free” one is online at http://www.metronomeonline.com.  

Things that will be scored on; 

Tone Quality: Do I have a good embouchure, tone, and play in tune?

Accuracy: Do I play the right notes; use correct fingerings/slide positions, sticking and mallet patterns?

Rhythmic Precision: Do I count correctly and keep a steady tempo and do I pat my foot correctly?

Articulation: Do I correctly tongue and slur notes, and play staccato, accents, and other articulations as indicated.

Style and Interpretation: Do I play dynamics, and breathe at the proper times?

I have read and understand the above procedures in which students will be tested for “Intermediate” and “Advanced” Band placement for the 6th Grade.  This must be signed and turned in by 9/12/08 . 

__________________________


_________________________

Student’s Signature 





  Parent’s Signature
